
Choose one novel from the following to read over the summer: 
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli OR Hidden Talents by David Lubar. 

 

STARGIRL 
After reading Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli, please complete the following 
questions which reflect basic points of the novel.  Make sure to type 
your responses in paragraph form on a separate sheet of paper.  Size 
11 Font, double spaced. Be as thorough as you can always 

remembering to cite ideas/examples from the text to support your responses.  Be 
sure to put the proper heading on the top left hand corner of your paper – name, 
date, and assignment. 
 

★ Identity –While Stargirl is a guest on "Hot Seat," Kevin asks her why she changed her 
name.  

▪ How is "Stargirl" an ideal name for her? Explain. 
▪ Think about the possibility of changing your name several times. What would 

you call yourself? Give at least TWO different names and EXPLAIN the choices.  
▪ Is your name is an essential part of who you are, or can you imagine yourself 

with another one?  Explain. 
 

★ Leaders vs. bullies - In the beginning, Hillari Kimble seems to be the only 
person who openly dislikes Stargirl. But then others begin to feel the same way as 
Hillari.  

▪ Give an example of a time where you have seen this happen or describe a 
real life situation where this would occur.  

▪ Discuss how groups of people need a leader, like Hillari Kimble, to turn 
opinions against another person? 

 
★ Popularity, fitting in, and "sameness" are all key topics in Stargirl.  

▪ Find at least three (3) places in the novel that reinforce these ideas and 
explain.  

▪ Do you think Stargirl ever wanted to be popular?  Explain why or why 
not. Should be at least ONE well written paragraph with evidence 
provided.  

▪ How might she define popularity?  Give an example to better illustrate 
your response.  

 
★ Acceptance vs. rejection - Author Jerry Spinelli plays two major events in the 

novel off of each other: the basketball championships and the oratorical contest. 
After Stargirl wins the oratorical contest, Leo says that "the cheering is as wild as 
that of the crowd at a championship basketball game" (156). Stargirl is the focus 
at both events but in very different ways.  

▪ How is she rejected at one and accepted at the other?  
▪ And how does this acceptance ultimately lead to rejection? 



Choose one novel from the following to read over the summer: 
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli OR Hidden Talents by David Lubar. 

 

Hidden Talents 
After reading Hidden Talents by David Lubar, please complete the 
following questions which reflect basic points of the novel.  Make sure to 
type your responses in paragraph form on a separate sheet of paper. 
Size 11 Font, double spaced. Be as thorough as you can remembering to 
cite ideas/examples from the text to support your responses.  Be sure to 

put the proper heading on the top left hand corner of your paper – name, date, and 
assignment.  
 

✔ Paperwork—While much of the novel is written from Martin Anderson’s 
first person perspective, the text of Hidden Talents is peppered with 
memoranda, writing exercises, drawings, poems, and letters written by 
other characters.  

o What insights do these bits of “paperwork” lend to the story? 
Explain in full detail using evidence to support. 

o Select a favorite “paperwork” excerpt and identify its author.  Do 
you understand this character better when you consider his/her 
writing excerpt, along with information written from Martin’s 
perspective?  Explain. 

 
✔ Nicknames —Nicknames play an important role in Hidden Talents as well 

as our lives. 
o What do the individual nicknames tell you about each character in 

this novel?  Use some characters to help explain your ideas. 
o What is your nickname?  Write a paragraph explaining how you got 

your nickname and your feelings about it.  
▪ If you do not have a nickname, write about a nickname you 

would like to have or why you would not like to be called by a 
nickname.  

 
✔ Differences — Hidden Talents is filled with observations of the 

differences between such groups as town kids and “Edgies,” teachers and 
students, regular schools and Edgeview.  

o What are the differences between Bloodbath and Martin?  Explain. 
o Are they really different or do they have some similarities between 

them? Explain using details from the text. 
 

✔ Talents—Many of the students at Edgeview have special “talents”.  
o What is Martin’s special talent? 
o How can his “hidden talent” make him a bully? 
o Do you agree with Martin that “every talent has a price”?  Explain 

your answer. 


